2ND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

January 3, 2021
8:45 am Radio & Online
MESSIAH EVANGEILICAL I . UTHERAN CHURCH



PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF LOVE

GATHERING HYMN #270 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last -ing Lord,
3

Hail the heav’n - born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-c mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late  in time  be-hold him come,  off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with  an-gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth-le - hem!”

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give wus sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”




The presid-
ing minister
will read the
sections in
plain, you
are invited
to read the
bold sec-

tions

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,

who was in the beginning,

who makes a dwelling among us,

who covers us with justice and mercy. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

God of goodness and lovingkindness,

we confess that we have sinned against you

and our neighbors.

We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,

those we know and those known only to you,

for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Hear the good news of peace and salvation!

God forgives us all our sins,

not through our own work,

but through * Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (All Creation Sings p. 31)
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son Lord, have mer - cy
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Chris -te e - lei - son. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.



HYMN OF PRAISE (All Creation Sings p. 31)
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1 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo -ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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ours the thanks - giv - ing to your ho-1ly name.
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Ours be  the tell - ing of deeds great - ly done;
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yours be the glo - ry, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By
your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:7-14

"Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
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among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
4] will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

12\Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13Bwho has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your chilren within you.
14God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
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Psalm 147:12-20



15God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

16God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

7God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

YGod declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

20The LORD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION All Creation Sings

Al-le-lu - ia. al - le-lu - ia. al-le-lu - ia.
n Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.
GOSPEL Gospel: John 1:1-18
Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. >All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

¢There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. “The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. "He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. 2But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God, 3who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the
glory as of a fathet’s only son, full of grace and truth. '>(John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me be-
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cause he was before me.””) 19From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
7The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Fathet’s heart,
who has made him known.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY #295 “Of he Father’s Love Begotten”
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1 Of the Fa- ther’'s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in  old time chant-ed of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ, to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghostcon - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs,do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source, the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -

prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be

and un- wea - ried prais - es be: hon -or, glo - ty, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem z er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ‘ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.

ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.



The Prayers
of
Intercession:
We bring to
God onr
celebrations
and cares,
praying for the
world, the
chutreh and
those who are
in need.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth.
Protect your church from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or
despair. Make us radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of
your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the
ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to
wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to live in harmony with the world
around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in
positions of authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communi-
ties. Protect all those in harm’s way and those risking danger for the sake of others.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded,
or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the
weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the weight of pain or sickness espe-



cially Margo Fischbach & family upon the passing of her husband Bernie, Alice, Ron
& Jane Brow and family upon the passing of their son Ben, Erin Andrews, Rose Col-
lins, Candace, Tina & her roommate, Carol, Ted Koehler, Matthew Williamson, Mark
Aho, Ron Hill, Ill residents/patients & cate workers at the Jacobetti VA facility & oth-
er nursing homes in our area, inmates & staff at Marquette Branch Prison, Susan &
Sommer, Dennis Riutta, Bob & Deb Vidlund, Bill Van Effen, Roger B, Linda Ru-
ohoniemi, Barry, Jim Shirtz, Cheryl, Ryan, Helen Steinhoff, Billi Jo, Pat Maki, Dan,
Herb & Sandy Grenke, Wayne Hanmer, Judy Donckers, Ann Marin, Karen Johnson,
Jill Krah, Michael Orhanen, Kristina Asta, Jim, Alli & Johann Elsenbroek, Alison
Coty, John, Sierra, Sandy, Charlene Avery, Liz Kro and those we name before you ei-
ther aloud or in this moment of silence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation
to communities divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy
words of advocacy and truth. Help us to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith.
With all the saints, give us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us
all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

OFFERING

Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the
earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may
proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

ANTHEM “Light Dawns on a Weary World”

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Benedic-
tion: God
blesses us and
sends us in
miission fo the

world.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Lord. Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

God most mighty ...

life in you, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you this day

through the Word made flesh. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN #282 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
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It came wup-on  the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,

1
2
3 And you, be - neath life’scrush-ing load, whose forms are bend -ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of  gold:
and still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain -ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
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A - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.

and ev - er o’er its ba - bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.

oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!

and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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SENDING

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
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Children belong in worship!
Worship kits and a nursery
space 15 available, God rejoices
in rhe jnl:-'[tl| noise of children
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God calls us to welcome everyone!
Messiah seeks 10 be a welcoming
community and to share the love of
God with our acighbors. 1f you are
new, please intenduce vourselfl to our
prastors.

All are welcome at Jesus’ table!

Dhuring communion grape joice and gloren-free
options are available, Those net wishing to
cormrmune may come forward for a blessing,
Those not able to come forwand may recerve

communion in their pew, please notfy the usher,
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Waorship should be accessible!
Hearing devices (and T-Codl) and
large print bulleting are avalable, We
mvite Yo to sit or stand as you ae
combortable. All gender and fumily
restroom [acithies ave avalable on
the first level, please see signs in the

Marthes,
I

God calls us to pray!

P'rivate prayer requests may be made by wnting
them on the back of the Welcome Card. Tf vou
wold like to be added to the prayver list or receive
a pastoral care visit, please contact the church
office.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan

906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org
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