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PRELUDE                
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
Amen. 

  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your hope 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may rejoice 
in the good news of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
  
Rejoice in this good news: 
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You belong to this community of Christ, 
You are chosen and loved by God. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 
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you are able 

 

The presiding 
minister will 
read the sec-
tions in plain, 
you are invited 
to read the 
bold sections 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3  

 

GATHERING HYMN           #843 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      “Glory to You, God” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourish-
ment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast 
to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING         Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  

 1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the 
first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book 
of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was stand-
ing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting 
up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces 
to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. 
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Le-
vites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
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send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 
our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        

 
GOSPEL                                      Luke 4:14-21  
 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their syna-
gogues and was praised by everyone.  

 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the syna-
gogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where 
it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Please stand 
as you re 
able 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                #1047 “What Is the World Like” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in the one High God, who out of love created the beautiful world 
and everything good in it. He created Man and wanted Man to be happy in the 
world. God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the Earth. We have known 
this High God in darkness, and now we know Him in the light.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This creed 
comes from the 
Masai people of 
East Africa, a 
congregation of 
the Holy Ghost� 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
able. 
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God promised in the book of His word, the Bible, that He would save the 
world and all the nations and tribes. 
 
 We believe that God made good His promise by sending His Son, Jesus 
Christ, a man in the flesh, a Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left His 
home and was always on safari doing good, curing people by the power of God, 
teaching about God and man, showing the meaning of religion is love.  
  
He was rejected by his people, tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross, 
and died. He lay buried in the grave, but the hyenas did not touch him, and on the 
third day, He rose from the grave. He ascended to the skies. He is the Lord. 
  
We believe that all our sins are forgiven through Him.  
All who have faith in Him must be sorry for their sins, be baptized in the Holy Spirit 
of God, live the rules of love and share the bread together in love, to announce the 
Good News to others until Jesus comes again.  
  
We are waiting for Him. He is alive. He lives. This we believe. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 
the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
 
You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the 
faithful witness of your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all 
people. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful 
bodies that you have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature 
in between. Sustain species at risk of extinction. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our socie-
ty, nation, or world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel 
violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for peo-
ple living in poverty, people living with disability, those living with pain, or those liv-
ing under oppression, especially... God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congre-
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gation. Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into 
worship and ministry among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has 
now been fulfilled. Tend to those who mourn. Bring us together in your everlasting 
glory. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC           “The Heavens Tell of Your Creative Glory” 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
  
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself 
for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, … 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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… Gathered at this table 
We will never be the same 
We will be more tender 
We will protect the vulnerable 
We will stand watch 
We will come running to soothe the pain,  
to befriend the lonely, to lift up the lowly 
To live as your people, to walk with you in love. 
We pray all of this in the name of Emmanuel, God with us. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION  HYMNS  
 

Lamb of God  
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#496 “One Bread, One Body” 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
God, who leads you in pathways of right relationship with the earth, 
who rejoices over you in love, 
and who calls you by name, 
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN        #1084 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Please 
stand as 
you are 
able 

 

Benedic-
tion: God 
blesses us and 
sends us in 
mission to the 
world. 
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SENDING 
 
Go with Christ into a weary world. 
Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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