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Welcome to
Messiah

We are a commu-
nity of grace
where we live out
Jesus' command-
ment to love God
with our whole
heart and to love
our neighbors as
ourselves. We also
seek to be a wel-
coming communi-
ty for all peo-

ple. This includes
people of every
race, ability, sexu-
al orientation and
gender identity,
ethnic back-
ground, economic
grouping, reli-
gious affiliation,
and political per-
suasion. We do
this simply be-
cause God created
all people in
God's own image
and Christ Jesus
came so all people
might have abun-
dant life. We may
not always be
perfect, but this is
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s 8th Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am - August 3, 2025

&:/Ilm"‘) Messiah Evangelical 1utheran Church
-‘a- ] PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand as comfortable, in body or in spirit.
The presiding minister will read the sections in plain text.
You are invited to read the bold portions.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF
FORGIVENESS

Lamb of God,

You unveil what is hidden—

not to shame us,

but to heal us.

You reveal the powers we’ve trusted,
the silences we’ve kept,

the idols we’ve served—

and you still call us beloved.

We confess our complicity:

when we have bowed to the beasts of our day,
when we have traded courage for comfort,
truth for approval,

faithfulness for fear.

We confess our weariness:

when we have grown lukewarm in love,
numb to suffering,

slow to listen,

quick to judge.

We confess our forgetting:
when we have lost sight of you walking among us,
radiant, wounded, and near.



Unveil us, O Christ.

Unbind us from all that distorts your image in us.
Open our eyes to what is real,

and remake us in the shape of your love.

Amen.

Church, hear the good news:

The One who stands among the lampstands

is not ashamed to stand among us still.

The One who bears the wounds of empire

has overcome it in love.

The One who holds the keys of Death and Life
has never let go of you.

In Jesus Christ, we are seen.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
In Jesus Christ, we are made new.

So do not be afraid.
The Lamb reigns.
The story is not over.

You are free to live as people of hope.
Thanks be to God.

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ACS #980 “Come, Holy Spirit, Descend”
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*Additional verses ad lib:
Come, Breath of heaven, . . .
Come, Word of mercy, . . .
Come, Fire of judgment, . ..
Come, great Creator, . . .

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE ACS p. 31 vs. 2 only
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1 Glo-1ry to you, God, for yours is the earth,;
2 Glo-ry to you, God,  for yours is the earth;
3 Glo-ry to you, God,  for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint-ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en  frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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yours be  the glo - 1y, O God, yours a - lone.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of mystery and majesty, you meet us not in escape but in presence. Open
our ears to your voice, our eyes to your glory, and our hearts to your nearness,
that we may worship you with awe and walk unafraid in the world you love,
through Jesus Christ, the Living One. Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 3:1-12

Please Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he
Zs.seat' led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of

God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Mo-
ses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is
not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called
to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he
said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.




Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their suffer-
ings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have
also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am
I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will
be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 27

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?

The LLORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers assail me
to devour my flesh—

my adversaries and foes—
they shall stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;

though war rise up against me,
yet I will be confident.

One thing I asked of the LORD;
this I seek:

to live in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the LORD,
and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.



Please
stand as
you atre
comfort-
able in
body or
spirit.

Now my head is lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”
Your face, LORD, do I seek.
Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger,
you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off; do not forsake me,
O God of my salvation!
If my father and mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me up.
Teach me your way, O LORD,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they are breathing out violence.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD

in the land of the living.

Wait for the LORD;

be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!

ACCLAMATION
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Repeat alleluia
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Our hearts burn with - in us asyouopento us the scriptures.



PRIMARY READING Revelation 1:1-20

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what
must soon take place, and he made it known by sending his angel to his servant
John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even
to all that he saw.

Blessed is the one who reads the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those
who hear and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faith-
tul witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a king-
dom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.

So it is to be. Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty.

I, John, your brother who share with you the persecution and the kingdom and
the endurance in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of
God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write in a book what you see, and
send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamum, to Thyatira,
to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to Laodicea.”

Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me, and on turning I saw
seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the



Son of Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across his chest. His
head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a
flame of fire; his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace, and his
voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, and
from his mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shin-
ing with full force.

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he placed his right hand on
me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last and the Living One. I was
dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever, and I have the keys of Death and of
Hades. Now write what you have seen, what is, and what is to take place after this.
As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and the seven
golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Please be SERMON
seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY #3066 “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”
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1 The strife is o’er, the bat - tle done; now 1is the vic - tor’s
2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst; Je - sus their le - gions
3 The three sad days have quick -1ly sped, Christ ris - es glo - rious
4 Christ closed the yawn -ing gates of hell; the bars from heav’n’s high
5 Lord, by the stripes which wound-ed you, from death’s sting free  your
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tri - umphwon! Now be the song of praise be - gun. Al-le - lu - ia!
has  dis-persed. Let shouts of ho - ly joy out-burst. Al-le - lu - ia!
from the dead. All glo-ry to our ris - en head! Al-le - lu - ia!
por - tals fell. Lethymns of praise his tri - umph tell. Al-le - lu - ia!
ser - vants too, that we may live and sing to you. Al-le - lu - ia!




Please
stand as
you are
comforta-
ble in body
or spirit.

After the final stanza
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Al-le-lu - 1a, al-le-lu - 1ia al-le-1lu
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole

church and pray for the needs of the world.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is re-

vealed to everyone. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the
earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this

planet. God of grace, hear our prayer.




10

Please
be seat-
ed.

Please
stand as
you are
com-
fortable
in body

or spirit.

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisive-
ness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity
and peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, ill-
ness and grief, pain and fear, especially... Give strength to those who give care,
and equip them with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the
work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose
work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil
that goes unnoticed. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors.
Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue
our lives in the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM “God Calls Us Each by Name”
OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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... Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen.
... Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.



12 COMMUNION HYMNS “Lamb of God” ACS p. 40
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#496 “One Bread, One Body”
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1 Gen-tile or lJew, ser-vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y  the works,
3 Grain for the fields, scat-tered and grown,
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wom-an  Or man, no more.
one 1n the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.
#826 “Thine the Amen”
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter-nal -ly  thine the prom-ise let there be

3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo-ry in the night no more dy-ing on - ly light
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thine the  ev - er - last-ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the  vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -ry yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the  jus -tice of thy ways
thine the  riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then thee ho-ly ho-ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wp hLft-ed  up.

gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift -ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on -1ly thee.

Pleasc — POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

stand as

you are

comforta- BENEDICTION
body or
spirt. The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN #0634 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” o5 74
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1 All hail the pow’r of Je- sus'name! Let an - gels pros-trate fall;
2 O seed of Is-rael’s cho-sen race now ran-somed from the fall,
3 Hail him, you heirs of Da-vid’s line, whom Da - vid Lord did call—
4 Sin - ners, whose love can ne’er for - get the worm-wood and the gall,
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bring forth the roy - al di-a- dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God 1n - car-nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Bring forth the roy - al di - a - dem and crown him Lord  of all
Hail him who savesyou by his grace and crown him Lord  of all
The God 1n - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all.
Go spread your tro-phies at  his feet and crown him Lord  of all.
SENDING




16 Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
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Children belong in worship!
Hearing devices (and T-Coil) and

Worship kits and a nursery .
God calls us to welcome everyone!

space is available. God rejoices
in the joyful noise of children

and so do we!

Messiah seeks to be a welcoming
(ummunil'\' and to share the love of
God with our ncighbors. If you are
new, please introduce vourself to our

pastors.

large print bulletins are avalable. We
mvite you to sit or stand as you are
comfortable. All gender and family
restroom facilities are available on
the first level, please see signs in the
Narthex
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All are welcome at Jesus’ table!

-

God calls us to pray!
During communion grape juice and gluten-free Private prayer requests may be made by writing
options are available. Those not wishing to them on the back of the Welcome Card. If you
commune may come forward for a blessing. would like to be added to the praver list or receive
Those not able to come forward may receive a pastoral care visit, please contact the church

communion in their pew, please notify the usher. othice.

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 W. Magnetic St., Marquette Michigan
906.225.1119 — www.messiablutheranmaqt.org

No cash or checkbook? No problem.

Preacher: Pr. Andrew Plocher You can donate through Venmo
Assisting Minister: Larry Pagel or on our website at:
Reader: Louise Reichert messiahlutheranmgqt.org/give
Ushers: Sam Elder, Bruce Robertson

Communion Assistants:

If you wish to designate your

Dave Blomquist, Kathy Maynard, Larry Pagel,

Marina Shinkarenko donation to a specific fund, please be

Greeters: Cathy Seblonka, Marina Shinkarenko sure to do so. Any undesignated
Organist: Kathy Strazzinski donations automatically go to our
Senior Choir Director: Sara Parks general fund which supports the
Audio Technician: Traci Zini entirety of our ministry.
Livestream Technician: Traci Zini -
Nursery: Maddie Dykema Thank you for your generosity!
Flower Delivery: Messiah Evangelical
Refreshments: Lutheran Church

@messiahlutheranmgt
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